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He did not expect the State to create a national commerce
or a new intellectual movement. Its business is to
organise the exuberant activities of a free people, to repress
harmful tendencies, to encourage those which are salutary;
to foster, as he puts it, " the really vital energies of the
people." l It can regulate such energies, he said ; it is not
so likely to succeed in producing them. The best things in
the world are the result of free activity among the citizens
of a free state.

On the whole, then, he concludes, it is better to enquire
what are the absolutely essential and unavoidable duties of
the State, by resigning which it would cease to be a State.
These are the maintenance of military power and the
administration of justice. Der Staat ist Macht. It may
be more than this ; but this at least it must be. The first
aim of the political theorist must be to discover how the
State may be made strong.

Some of his dicta concerning the sources of national
strength call for no remark. There must be among the
citizens a habit of loyal obedience to the State; their
energies and thoughts must not be wholly absorbed in such
social activities as trade or intellectual studies.2 The State
must have sufficient material resources for self-defence. It
must also have an absolute sovereign, who defines his own
powers without contradiction. Treitschke is on more debat-
able ground when he attacks small States, not simply because
they are unable to protect their subjects against external
enemies, but also on the assumption that they do not
produce true patriotism or national pride, and that they
are generally (though not invariably) incapable of " culture
in great dimensions." All that he has to say on this subject
is coloured by his detestation of the German KleinstaaL
True, Weimar produced a Goethe and a Schiller; but, he
argues, they would have been greater still had they been
citizens of a German national State.3 Finally, he goes out of
his way to court opposition by contending that the states-

1 Politih, L p. 57.                 2 Ibid. p. 59.                 a Ibid. pp. 48-9.